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This photobook was originally published by EPLF in 1989 and newly converted into electronic data
in 2011 by the embassy of the State of Eritrea to Japan.

This is the record of the 30 years independence struggle and some of the photos here may look
shocking 1o the readers, hence this i1s a real page of the long lnstory we went through. Please
understand that we chose not to edit any original photos so that we can widely share this historical
testimony with those who love peace.
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FOREWORD

In 1378, the world had virtually written off the struggle in
Eritrea. In 1988, after an Eritrean victory that had
implications not only for the Ethiopian regime but also for
super power interests in the Horn of Africa, the world began
Lo come to grips with the resilience of a legitimate and
popular struggle. In between, the most trying ten years in
Eritrean history elapsed.

Arrayed against the Eritrean people during these ten years
were formidable forces: one of the biggest and best equipped
armies in Africa with a gquarter of a million troops,
supported by the might of a supper power -the Soviet Union.
Ethiopia's military rulers, the Dergue, also enjoyed the
financial, logistical and man-power assistance of the Soviet
Union's allies. The West too, assisted the Ethiopian war
effort by providing economic and diplomatic backing which it
hoped would lure the Dergue into the Western camp.

The Ethio-Soviet onslaught against Eritrea started in mid-
1978. During the ten years that followed, eight large-scale
offensives and numerous major campaigns were launched. In
some of the offensives, over a hundred thousand troops
supported by close to 2000 Soviet advisers and devastating
fire power, including the use of chemical weapons, hurled
themselves at the Eritrean positions.

In terms of numbers and sheer force, it was a very unequal
fight. Eritrea is a small country, with only three and a
half million population. Its resocurces are limited, and war
and drought have depleted them further. Throughout the ten
years, Eritrea did not have the backing of a single foreign
power.

How then did the Eritrean people withstand the Ethio-Soviet
onslaught? What are the secrets that enabled them not only
te completely overturn the military balance of forces,
compelling the Dergue's leader, Colonel Mengistu, to admit
in March 1988 the "threat" to the very existence of the
Ethiopian empire, but also to build a remarkably democratic
soclety in the midst of war?

One can talk of the justness of the cause, the strength of
convictions, the determination to win, the readiness to pay
sacrifices, the excepticnally broad participation of
ordinary Eritreans inside the country and abroad, the
organizational skills and political maturity of the vanguard
organization,...and so forth. And vet, it is very hard to
visualize what the Eritrean people had to go through or
gauge the extent and significance of their achievements.



The pictures in this book, all taken by EPLF photographers,
portray vividly the most important developments of the war,
the human aspects of a pecople's successful effort to defend
their right and their yearning for freedom. We are releasing
this pictorial edition with the hope that it will help

explain the miracle that is Eritrea.
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Martyr Hamid Idris Awate, -the man who fired the first shots
of freedom.
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Nakfa, the capital of Sahel province, -the first town to be
liberated. It has remained free ever since and become the
symbol of Eritrean steadfastness.
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The liberation of Afabet -April &, 1977.
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The population greeted the EPLF with jubilation. Tears gave
way to smiles. There was hope that the long standing agony
would soon be over. _
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Dekemhare - in southern Eritrea - was freed on July 6, 1977,
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Dekembare
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Keren, (with the road to Asmara in the background).
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m—— g Meanwhile, the war continued. The Ethiopilian army was
Yepes defeated in Segheneiti (above) and Digsa (below) on 3-8-77

B and 5-8-77 respectively.
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The battle for Massawa: In kovw-
erber 1977, the EPLF cut the
vital Asmara-Massawa road and
a month later. on December 27,
the EFLF mounted its attack on
the Cil‘j‘ itself. Three-fourth
of Mazssawa fel! in EFLF hands:
but savage borbardment [room
soviet war-ships and Soviet -
supplied fighter planes prev-
anted its rotal liberstion.
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EPLF fighters advance
past the 16 kilometer
mark-stone on the road to
Asmara, after liberating
Dongolo, Ghinda, Nefasit
and Maihabar. Earlier the
Eritrean Liberation Front
(ELF) had liberated Tes-
senei, Agordat, Mendefera
and Adi Quala. The encir-
clement of Asmara was
complete.
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THE STRATEGIC RETREAT

In mid 1978, the Eritrean people's hope that their suffering
would scon be over were suddenly dashed. Massive Soviet
intervention pulled the dictatorial regime from the brink
and over-turned the balance of forces. It was suicidal to
confront head on the might of the Ethio-Soviet military
machine. The EPLF decided on a strategic retreat.

To withdraw from the towns that had been liberated at the
cost of many martyrs, to suspend (in large areas of the
country) the attempts at laying the foundation of a new,
open and democratic society was indeed bitter. But, for
many, even this was not enough. They counseled the total
abandonment of the armed struggle, claiming that it was
"pointless and irresponsible" to fight in the face of
overwhelming odds.

The EPLF, however, was able to see beyond the dust blown up
by the relling Soviet tanks. Its current secretary general,
Issayas Afewerki, said in July 1978, "...intoxicated by the
size of its army and the quality and gquantity of its
weapons, the Dergue may feel invincible. It may also score
some victories. But after a short periocd of attrition, the
tide will turn in our favour. It is the Eritrean pecople's
determination and their indefatigable resistance that will
decide the outcome". The years that followed were to prove
the EPLF correct.
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Arms, troops, advisers -the resources of a super power
pitted agalnst the determination of a small nation.
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The withdrawal from cities. Most of the pecple moved to safe
areas with the EPLF. Having had a taste of freedom, they
could not bear up with the Dergue's tyranny.
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The Ethicpian army paid
heavily far Every piece
Of ground it gained,
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EPLF destroyed and captured Ethiopian armored divisions advancing forwards the liberated area including
heavy loses - Elabered Ruba Anseba 1979, [T

19794 Fib g Felbri« TlriEA EPIFH=FAETORESHMHAZHRY K 20F
A, MEEIZET Tk Ty - it A

o - _—

§ ll.d‘l..., i

e



"NLIRT BT 10¥PN" _ NN, SCA L UHNE 0LBT ACTT ACTES h
NUIEE NINE RAA, ASoohd IRLEY HAAOA ACTALT WA“L4t44 NUCITh
N+7%o0 ool Nddes +RA. EANS8N 4CTT hLE N&+FT DAMINE: At
oo LT NUNUA “IL AALE: ASLH 70 hode +IF A/ AN NO-SA
ASHICA +R%t: hdF 7NoZA: AEMITYE SN RS I0: AN
TATA DT RTHONT AHTIC ATSE ZURT® 14z oochAf X191 € %4 7ICT =

grdlomanll i 7 adll g Lyl daios F | Ged ks Juigd T jlas cos
Cigpdl C el e L pilad el el s = Loy adl f B Y 5 asa; gay
Gobksll eda > pLaladlialdly clglall o i col s Al Jolmd | uieill ias
it il gy oy s 5 9L 0 2y Jylaadly M i Y i 3 o
el——is,¥13aaLs Jl b JI Ll e chaliiimpidl V] G Lplis conmn

¢ obyllcay dpeall &l s e lassYIG aas,

Trench warfare in Sahel -northern Eritrea. EPLF fighters,
working mostly at night to avoid enemy bombardment, dug
hundreds of kilometers of trenches with scarce rudimentary
tocols. These were then covered by heavy logs which the
fighters carried up steep mountains on their bare shoulders.
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EPLA fighters building trenches to protect themselves and teir defence line from the USSR
supplied flirepower to the Ethiopian Army - Nakfa 1980. |T]
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EPLF innovative bulwark of defence technology used to offset the balance of forces, tanks, MIGs,

helicopter, fighters, heavy artillery, surface-to-surface missiles, human waves lead by USSR and
North Korean elite generals. Nakfa 1981-1985 [T}
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"Vollvball" A nickname given to the mounbin e ) by

ruled this area from 1981-1990. The trenches str&hud for more than 400 km winding on the mountains of the
Nubian Shield, [T}
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Meanwhile, the task of consolidating the base area was
underway. The "Challenge Road" - a marvel of engineering-
with 37 hair-pin bends, was built in those difficult days.
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The Dergue mounted five large-scale offensives in a single
year (July 1378- July 15%7%). Each offensive exacted a heavy
Eoll on the Ethioplan army. The f1fth offensive, whlch the
Dergue proclalmed was golng to be the *“final one™, wan
particularly dlsastrous. Enemy units that had advanced to
previously uncontested territory were completely wiped out,
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/a. Photo shot by the Ethiopian army.
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(Above) The wounded Ethiopian soldisegitherd to the hilicopteryn o™
(with a hat and stick in his hrl'_ld:,l fﬁs *d to the front Hn#"_"r'n direct his troops. n‘?ﬂ'i Tew ._
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With the base area relati-
vely secure, more attention
was given to the improvement
of medical and educational
services, vegetable produc-
tion, poultry, etc. These
activities were carried on
in a spirit of self-reliance.
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|
Some of innovative farms developed by the freedome fighters on the side line of war front to
improve their nutrition. [T]
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Education and team work was a daily routine for the freedome lighters. 1984-1989 [T]
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At the end of 1379, the EPLF
launched its first major counter-

off

ensive since the strategic
retreat and pushed the Ethiopian
forces more than 30 kilometers
back. More tmportantly though,

LL captured a lot of arms, Enc:u—
ding Lanks and heavy guns. Hardly
4 year and a half passed since T
Lhe start of the Ethio-Soviet

onslaught, and the EPLF had stop-
Ped their advance, thus demons-
crating that it was capable of
driving them back.
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A paramedic taking care of the wounded
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We armed ourselves by disarming the enemy.
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EPLF - Mechamized unit was founded and was getting used to the
captured tanks in 1979, Anberbeb Sahel. [T)
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The period after the EPLF counter-offensive marked the

beginning of a long stale-mate. For both sides, it was time
to reorganize and consolidate their positions.In the EPLF

base area, political, educational and cultural activities
flourished.

EPLFORMEDiEIZ, BV I FRBOWHEY Thotz, =V RV T, =2FFETHRS
{2k oT, ZOWMBILH COMMY R LEOIWMTho =, EPLFOEN- Y 7T
i, Brid - BT - (LIS EAIEB 2,

a7



Ciiving support 1o your tcam 15 a natural thing. Base area 1985,
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Mountains were improvised as stadium scats for a basketball match, Arareh - 1985
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Women team from the freedom fighters. [T]
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Time to sing and dance.
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The strategic retreat was essentially a military evacuation
from the main towns. Hence, EPLF presence in the liberated
and semi-liberated areas continued and so did its efforts to

improve the livelihood of the population. And with the
stabilization of the military situation, these efforts were
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Time 1o feed yourself-always in turn and everyday.
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The task of improving
women's status in soclety,
and that of changing
socliety's attitude towards

their role was one of
the EPLF's priorities.
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Keeping children clean was a shared value m EPLF.
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Folitical mobilization and military preparation for the next
round of fighting continued.
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Time for collective understanding and decislion - changed value of EPLF
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After two years of prepa-
ration, the Echiopian
governmant launched the
sixth offenaive /code-
named Operation Red Star/
in February 1982. Ovar 100
thousand troops equipped
with modern weapons, inclu-
ding chemical weapons, paz-
ticipated in the offensive.
S0 confident was the Dergue
of victory that it publiely
declared that the next 3
montha would see the end of
the Eritrean struggle. The
6th offensive raged for 95
daya. In the end, Eritrean
determination emarged wvicto-
rious over the Dargua's
heaps of metals. And with
this, it finally dawned on
the world that the Eritrean
revolution can not bae
defeated militarily.
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Mengistu addressing his Lroops at Alghena -north eastern
Sahell: Front. “We have a superiority of 10 to 1 over the
hanfzilts, We will crush them...", he said. (photo by
Ethiopian army)
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EPLF fighter sewing gas
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mask in the days before
the e6th offensive,.
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Fall of the "Red Star Operation".
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The strategic retreat entailed curtailment of our
educational services. The schools in the evacuated towns

were closed down. At the time the enemy troops landed in
north-eastern Sahel from the sea, students of the 'Zero

School' had to move out carrying desks and black boards on
their backs, while fighter planes strafed them from the air.

With the defeat of the Dergue's offensives, the then
suspended educational activities once again started to
sprout. In April 1983, the EPLF launched a nation-wide
literacy campaign. In 1987, the 'Zero School'’ staged a
memorable celebration of its tenth anniversary. Today a
total of 25 thousand children are enrolled in 150 schools.
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We fight so our children won't be forced to take up arms.
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In 1984, the Eritrean struggle entered a new phase. By this
time, retreat and defensive engagements were over:; and this
signaled the emergence of the transition period where
successive measures of counter-offensive were staged. In
January o¢f this year, the EPLF liberated the rown of
Tessenel in western Eritrea. Two months later, the north-
eastern Sahel Front was smashed and Ethiopian troops were
forced to retreat towards the sea. In the two-day battle,
7000 sg.Ems. of territory was thus liberated.The Dergue,
which in several previous occasions had arrogantly stated
that it will drive the Eritreans to the sea, saw for itself

the annihilation of two of its divisions on the Red Sea
coast.
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Tessenel; January 15, 1984,
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Marsa Teclai - on the Red Sea coast; March 21,1584,
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The cruelty and crime of
the Ethicpian army in
Eritrea have few parallels,
Yet, the EPLF treats Ethi-
opian prisoners of war
{(POWa) humanely. 3000 of
them were set free in Nove-
mbar 1981, for instance.

No doubt, this was one of
the happiest moments of
their life, as seen against
the fact that by this event
they were able to regain
their lost hope - hope that
was crushed by their
government, because it conai-
ders them traitors and refuses
to acknowledge their very
existence. No wonder, many
of those who returned to
their home-town wore seized
by the Dergue's secrat
police and executed.
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The Dergue was not ready to accept the new realities,
however. Teo arrest the advance of the popular struggle, it
intensified its atrocities on the civilian population at a
time when drought and locust ravaged Eritrea.

1984-86 were difficult years for the Eritrean people. Lives
of hundreds of people, especially the more wvulnerable
children and aged persons, were lost. Thousands more sought
refuge in the Sudan. Others joined the Derque's militia so
they can receive relief aid from the Dergue and save the
lives of their families. The military regime of Addis-Abeba
rejected off-hand EPLF 'cease-fire' proposals that would
facilitate relief work. It also diverted relief aid to the
army.

Only a small portion of the massive international relief aid
was channeled directly to Eritrea. Nevertheless, the EPLF
and the Eritrean Relief Asscociation (ERA) succeeded in
quickly controlling the effects of famine by mobilizing
internal resources and effectively distributing external
relief aid.
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The Sclomuna Camp - a shelter for the displaced;
many EPLF camps for the victims of war and drought.
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Displaced but determined as ever to strengthen the struggle
for freedom.
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Once the effects of drought had been contained, the EPLF set

out to bulld on the victories scored at Tessenei, north-

eastern Sahel and the spectacular commande raid in Asmara.

In July 1985, EPLF forces captured Barentu - a town which

the Dergue was able to defend during the 1977-78 Eritrean

offensive when almost all towns were liberated. Stunned by

the blow, the Dergue brought reinforcements from Ethiopia

and was able to return to the town only after a costly and

reckless campaign and when the EPLF decided to pull out.

Barentu was a major victory for the EPLF. Here, 7700

Ethiopian soldiers were put out of action and a large number

of munitions, tanks and artillery pleces, that increased the

fire-power of the EPLF, were captured.The results of the

battle for Barentu were very much in evidence in later

military developments.
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Towards the end of 1985, the Dergue mounted what was going
to be its last attempt to seize Nakfa. Simultaneously and as
a means of posing extra pressure on the EPLF, it dropped
air-borne troops in north-eastern Sahel - the place where it
had suffered a disastrous defeat the previous year. However,
because the army had long since lost its sting, this attempt
too ended in faillure. Nakfa once again stood free and
defiant.
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For the EPLF, 1986-87 were years of consolidation in the
military, political and socio-economic spheres. Agricultural
rehabilitation projects that entirely relied on 1local
resources were initiated. In the base area, factories for
the manufacture of drugs, food products, shoes, sanitary
towels ...etc were set up and those that already existed
were expanded tc meet the demands. Significant advances were
recorded in the quality of medical services, transportation,
construction and machinery work-shops with creativity and
inventiveness as the driving force. By these, the EPLF
transformed itself from a liberation movement into a well
functioning state.
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Agricultural experts and experienced farmers learn from each
other for better results.
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Shoes and (opposite page) artificial limbs factories.
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Preparing DMK - a proteln-rich food for children.
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Sanitary towels' plant.
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Intravenous fluids that meet international standards of
quality.
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Drugs made in Eritrea.

x U kU7 REESESS

"Tf- oy .
HeTems 'f"'-ﬁ' ;
"]k.p‘h'ff"l' Bey. i

L O KN
PHPHATE

i

Edi- beppestaicn gl I.n-u-nl LLEL ] Y

B e T
2 2 Tn-nu-t - : ‘.‘i 1-."1. Lh‘r-

.' am




1689



NMHETLTE: Y0 T A4 ACTE AN T°05@ ADYB ooIHATT 9°USH YICT
HETF'Ru ool AL SOF'H, Y4CHF DN ACTL WWILT SR Heykd
EIVET Ry AMNT0T:  ZAPTT ALIFT UNL 17 AHINAT FThPLT
@l YIC AZEDYYI = A0 TR0TIAT EhTT s AL 291 AE 42
USld A, Teeghx: UNAE “1INC AN 7Ath ACTZ ST1°NL0PE  AtmANNT
ARLC AT AHAFTRT eliiefe? ARs 724N A0k A0 9F97°F ooV UITT UL
NAFI0C: UNIL W TCis: Tms1 TEHT +PAA hHiod: AnLe1LPo-7 MUA@D-3
LLEN NN DAA: il NOA Mook 2C 294 TACTLOPT WLt tTa:
llFT: RE-AMNTET oFANFTT 1N07 A7IC ZEF WTCH6 MLH =

= F o T ORI SRR g hna ¥l 2B, s i, V06 ) Ldie e llassl gl eley

wEEFERBIZESTHFD b e = 7 el Lzl o da s *lp iy oy il ol g L gl # 2elilli tn o bl
D 7RO, T ER bl s e Slat e
MTHES, ZIN2TZRRD Dl Gand sy asdlll g2, lomasll pli: ol i I LY gl Jlas ¥
HixicHINE DX, =V F

UT7ARODHB~OESAL, e ol s L Jlaa ¥ Gllaiaadl ol e 5lan¥] v spes el By by | 5 gy
T ETHCLATIVCHN

BETHS, i L ey sl Sl ok o G e i g en

EPLFIE, — iR OBEM L . T IPE To T I E CO Ll
e b QIS E, R i sl bestlient ao Pty = ot
M7ed @O EPHEREEAN SRRt | T 5 PO POV Sl PP [ | B SO | P | 7

L. B%S0H s 5001 a2 hitadastin: o

Tl A e DBMERE el aV s e lah e bbal il Laiiaily ¢+ g5, caslia LI
X, STy R TH -

MyEsEe . msEe . dohd el Jy amiy i il al e gl Ylas el Bolos alasy als o Jhe ol g ecilias]

&, HFUERAOBRIZFS o _ . i se o
FE= b bhnin bl Pty el Jladl el e sl I8 Gl ppladtl dlyie, ) S0 o

RO P % SO PR R B C C R |

The achievements of the Eritrean revolution in dismantling
Ethiopian colonial rule and in national reconstruction are
indeed impressive. The driving forces behind such
achlevements are manifested in the ever growing perseverance
of the Eritrean people as well as their strong desire for
freedom.

The EPLF, realizing the potential capabiliry and creativity
of the ordinary people, introduced democratic ways of work
and organization and ensured popular participatien in all
aspects of the struggle. It assisted in the formation of
national unions of Eritrean workers, peasants, women and
vouth,
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The Second and Unity Congress of EPLF and ELF-CL held in
1987 was a tribute of the political maturity of the Eritrean
movement . The congress critically assessed the past 40 years
of national struggle and weighed the prevailing national,
regional and international situations thoroughly. It also
adopted a new program.
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thrahim Sultan: “Stand united my dear folks. Unlte and work
together for Eritrea.”
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Woldealb W/Mariam: “God bleassed this crown for us. Woe bta Bim
Wit dares touch ic.*™
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The months that followed the Second and Unity Congress
revealed that the Ethiopian army was weaker than ever. Ten
years of military adventure took an immense toll. The troops
had lost their will to fight because there was no end in
sight. Opposition to the war and forced conscription, which
in turn affected the number and quality of recruits, was
gathering pace in Ethiopia. On the other hand, the EPLF was
steadily getting stronger.

Based on this assessment, the EPLF embarked on a series of
tactical operations behind enemy lines and on the left flank
of the Nakfa Front. The assessment proved correct, when our
forces over-run the Ethiopian army on the Nakfa and Halhal
Fronts.
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Deep behind enemy lines.
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EPLF engineering units: skillful and courageous.

EPLFEAHR : Sl T8




UNIE “LANE AN @k

\ B
g

=]l = L

&l | e Ll

i0n.

e
s

People's militia units in ac




187



188



Mool @A NAAL TA: 5700-TUSK Am-4. =1 WOLST ZCt TTheer
MCTTY AT <127 A7°AN AFAD +hddveir =

o Glind Lo 31,1001 150 Laie Jua LG ool g Ly sl ) izl | J Lo

In accordance with the decisions reached at the Second and
Unity Congress, strong emphasis was put upon agricultural
rehabilitation schemes and water-resources development in
order to avoid or minimize the recurrence and effeacts of
drought.
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Ton years after cthe massive Soviet intervention that forced
us to retreat from the cutskirts of Asmara; a decade afcer
the "wige men of the time" had dembnded us to capitulate our
positian, because, according to them, it was "fucdle and
sulcldal™ to stand in the way of the Soviet machine; ten
years of bitter fighting which severely testced the unbending
Eritrean pocple's determination; ...ten years after...the
time finally arrived when the enclrclement was to be swept
away.

On March 17 1588, the EPLF hurled its attack on the largest
concentration of slite Ethioplan units scationed on &4 single
front = the "Nadew Command® on the Makfa Front. Within 48
hours of fighting., 18 thousands soldiers were put out of
acticon; and thelr weapons wore elther captured or destroyed.
Three Soviet military advisers were also taken prisoners. It
was the blggest Eritrean victory In 27 years of war.
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EPLF fighters storm the Ethiopian headquarters at Afabet and
enter the town amid emotional welcome.
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The wvictory scored on the Nakfa Front shook the regime of
Mengistu. For once, the Colonel admitted that the wvery
existence of his government was in danger. Indeed, the
futility of the Dergue's policy of war became obvious; but
instead of seeking peace, Mengistu decided on the escalation
of the war - both against the EPLF and the civilian
population. A state of emergency was declared in Eritrea;
foreign relief workers were expelled and a new scorched
earth policy whose first victim was the village of Sheeb was
launched. Here 400 men, women and children were massacred,
many ground down by tanks; hundreds of thousands were
displaced with nothing but the clothes on their backs.

The past ten years and the years before have clearly shown
that the Eritrean people's aspirations for freedom cannot be
crushed, and that Eritrea will soon stand victorious. Indeed
freedom and peace are on the horizon.
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