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In accordance with the decisions reached at the Second and
Unity Congress, strong emphasis was put upon agricultural
rehabilitation schemes and water-resources development in
order to avoid or minimize the recurrence and effects of

drought.
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Ten years after the massive Soviet-intervention that forced
us to retreat from the outskirts of Asmara; a decade after
the "wise men of the time" had demanded us to capitulate our
position, because, according to them, it was "futile and
suicidal” to stand in the way of the Soviet machine; ten
years of bitter fighting which severely tested the unbending
Eritrean people's determination; ...ten years after...the
time finally arrived when the encirclement was to be swept
away.

On March 17 1988, the EPLF hurled its attack on the largest
concentration of elite Ethiopian units stationed on a single
front - the "Nadew Command" on the Nakfa Front. Within 48
hours of fighting, 18 thousands soldiers were put out of
action, and their weapons were either captured or destroyed.
Three Soviet military advisers were also taken prisoners. It
was the biggest Eritrean victory in 27 years of war.
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