THE STATE OF ERITREA

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
ASMARA

<

PRESS STATEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Government of Eritrea today notes with
concern the statement issued by the Government
of Ethiopia announcing the closure of the
Eritrean Embassy in Ethiopia and declaring ten
Eritrean diplomats, including the Chargé
d’Affaires and Eritrean diplomats accredited to
the African Union, persona non grata.

In seeking to justify these unwarranted acts of
hostility, the Ethiopian Government has accused
Eritrea of engaging in “direct and indirect acts of
hostility and belligerence against Ethiopia.”
Eritrea categorically rejects these allegations.,

In reality, Ethiopia has pursued a sustained policy
of hostility toward Eritrea over the past three
years, including publicly articulated ambitions to
secure sovereign access to the sea through actions
that threaten Eritrea’s sovereignty over its ports
and coastal territories. Ethiopia has also allegedly
hosted, trained, and armed various groups
described as Eritrean armed opposition groups,
with the stated objective of fomenting internal
instability and pursuing regime change in Eritrea.

Throughout this period, Eritrea has exercised
patience and restraint in the hope of preventing
further escalation and preserving regional peace
and stability.

In the current circumstances, however, Eritrea
considers itself compelled to reciprocate in kind
and sever all diplomatic ties with Ethiopia, with
all the serious consequences that this entails.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Asmara
1 October 2026
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